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THE M .33 -.SAUGA RATTLER 
by Barbara Froorn 


The Massesauga rattler is one of only two venomous snakes 
in Ontario. The other is the Timber rattlesnake which is 
found mostly in the Niagara Gorme district. It is much larger 
and not as numerous as the Me.ssasauga. 

The Massasau^a belongs to the Grotalidae family--it is 
therefore a nit viper. (No, this does not mean, as someone 
once asked me that it lives in a "snake oit”I) The oit is a 
small indentation, a little below an imaginary line between 
the eye and the nostril on each side of the head. Organs of 
temperature awareness are located in these pits which help the 
snake to detect the presence of warm-blooded prey. 

The evolutionary significance of rattlesnake’ rattles will 
probably remain a mystery of Mother Nature’s until the end of 
time. One theory is that rattlesnakes evolved on the prairies 
and it was use" to warn off bison, thus saving the snake from 
beinm trampled to death and the bison from a deadly bite. 

This is certain about the rattle--it is not a method of tell- 
inm the snake’s a,me. Occasionally a bahv rattler is born with two 
segments of the rattle. A new segment is not added for every year 
of life, but rather with each skin shedding. 

Contrary to popular opinion, th e rattler does not always give 
a warning before striking nor is it necessary for it to coil. 

When suddenly startled or accidentally stepped on, it will simply 
’’let ,r ou have it’’. Sometimes it will strike first and rattle 
later. An afterthought, no doubt I 

The sound of the rattle is made by the violent shaking of 
the looseiv connect'" segments and can resemble anything from the 
buzzing of - bee, gourds, to just what it is—a. rattle—a baby’s 
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r ^-ltl 8 » However, you are not likely to encounter a child 
of the '"'rattle a alone in tJie wilds, so beware of that 
■'nursery noise"! 


So much for generalisation on rattlesnakes. 
Massaaauga rattler (sistrurus catenatus catenatu 


The 
to bi- 
tat- 


ologists) commonly known as the Swan or Little Grey 
tlesnake, in Ontario is found chiefly in the Bruce Benin 
sula, along the eastern shore of Georgian Bay and the Wind¬ 
sor and delland areas. In the last fen years there have 
been reports of its presence in Various other localities. 
There is the possibility that bl sting operations for new 
highways and an increase in the tourist population in the 
rattlers' domain, have driven them els'ewhere. However 
these are only isolated occurrences. 


dowdy 


lit ole fellow with 


This rattler is a rather 

a. scout body. He seldom attains a Length of over three 
feet. The head, wlicii is distinct from the neck, is suite 
triangular in shape and wide through the jaws 
is blunt, and, of course, tin 


a point to take note of—h, 
pii, giving him an evil 


tnrou^h the jaws. The snout 
pits are present. The eye-- 
a. vertically elliptical ou- 


.ppes.r mce 
m i.jo isonoui 


This i; 
sn. 


tic of all Forth Americ 

tion of the beautiful, but dsadl coral 
sa.ie yarts of the United States. Ear ml e; 
more "human looking" round pupil. 


ch. 


. cteris- 


■’'“s with the excep- 
sn.ke found in 


sn 


\rr 


n avf 


a 


.urn.a l; 


a 


or brownish 


The body of the Hass 

colour with _ series of mottled blotches doe .a the b jck. 

The snake can thus camouflage himself'very well with his 
surroundings. Sometimes the dorsal blotches are fused 
with those directly beneath them, forming wide crossbands. 
The crossbands are always present on the tail 


cou: 


terminates in 


lo r.ttle. The rattle, 
is small and often not 


L.ich, of 
in propor- 
too visible 
on the' tui¬ 


tion to the stout body 

so don’t jump to h._..ty conclusions! The -1 te: 
derside of tne tails oi poisonous species, again the coral 
sn-Ue being an exception, are in single row. Those of 
the harmless ones are in double rows. ^Don’t let this be 
your method of identification of a living specimen! 

The Massasauga could be confused by the inexperienced 
wibli the brownish, mottled fox snake or because of the 
shape of the r,e d. with the hog-nosed snake which has a 


habit of flattening its head and looking c-nii 
when annoyed. Both of these snakes 


appearance, are harmless. 


■o 

in Sj.lt' 


i forbidding 
of tlieir 


The 


fangs of all pit vipers, are located in the front 


of the mouth, solidly embedded in the upper jawbone. They 


can nowever, be laid f1.t 


when not in u; 
venom-conduc t mg f an 
like a hypodermic 


mat the roof of the mouth 


or erected for injecting their venom. The 

me o.l low , 
is on the side near 


oi 
die. 


Phe 
The opening 



135 


point, leaving she sharp point for tre utmost strength 
and penetration. Removal of the fangs is futile—new ones soon 
replace them. The forked-tongue of all snakes is absolutely 

harmless. It is not a "stingeras some people insist on call¬ 
ing It. 


.Snake venom is not all alike. There are two kinds: neur- 
otoxme such as possessed by the cobras and coral snakes, and 
hemorrhagins possessed by the Massasauga and its relatives. 

The neurotoxic venom paralyses the victim's nerve centres and’ 
can biing death almost instantly. The hemorrhagins'attack 
the circulatory system and generally remain local for some 
time, with pain, swelling,•and discoloration in the bitten area, 
lhe venom of the Massasauga, according to the Anti-Venom In¬ 
stitute of America, is five times as toxic as that of the huge 
lexas Rattler; however, Its fangs are short and only a small 
quan1 1 1 y of venom is injected.. Anothor fact worth noting, is 
tliat irom the . 010 ment of birth, a poisonous snak-o is fully 
quippea witxi ^its venom apparatus and can do its share of 
No innocent babes are the 


damage 


sse J 


. The habitat of tne Massasauga is quite varied. However 
it shows a preference for swampy areas. This may be 
for by the lact that it will eat frogs and some dead 
matter, unlike the true rattlesnakes which take only 
blooded^ prey. It is also found in rocky localities, 
or any place where there is sufficient cover for a hasty re¬ 
treat. The Massasauga is an excellent swimmer and it is not 

uncommon to find him swimming some distance out on a lake_ 

not. all snakes found In or around the water are water snakes I 


accounted 
animal 
warm- 
in fields. 


How dangerous is the Massasauga rattler? Until two years 
ago, there was never any great concern about the harm that 
could be done by this snake. Its venom was believed to be fa- 
tal only to a small o'. ild--not to an adult even without 
ment. He has now proved himself a killerJ 


treafc- 


>V 8ars a -g° a -t Honey Harbour, a woman who picked up a 
small Massasauga from the water, mistaking it for a harmless 
wateisnake, was fatally bitten. She heard no warning from its 
rattle, not did she even notice that it had one. it was " 
not until the evening of that day that she sought medical 
aid. Three days later, she was admitted to the bosnital at 
Orillia where she believed to be well on the rood to re¬ 
covery when she died suddenly—eight days after being bitten. 

Her death was not at first thought to be the result of the 
snake-b'iue out on autopsy revealed that the poison had soread 
throughout her whole system. This is the first recorded" death 
in Ontario attributed to the Massasauga rattler. 

We now_realise that we cannot take the matter of the Mas- 
sasauga’s bite lightly—that unfortunate victim could have been 
one of us. On the other hand, we should not work up a phobia 
about rattlers. True, the Massasauga is a potential killer, 
but so are some of our fellow human beings. In comparison with 
ine thousands of deaths on the highways, numerous drown ings every 
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summer, hunting mishaps, and even fatal accidents in our own 
homes, the chances of death from a rattler is very slight. 


he killed 


Because of the potential danger of this 


it should 


wnen found near human habitations or camp sites. 
However, in'isolated areas, we should not wantonly destroy it. 
Every living creature, including venomous snakes, was created 
for a purpose, and has a right to its way of life, A mass snake 
hunt, killing every snake we see, would be a very poor conser¬ 
vation _measure. Snakes, including the Massasauga, are valuable 
in saving the farmer6 grain from rodents, and forests and plants 
from insect pests. 


One sure thing about snakes'—they never seek out people 
for the sheer joy of attacking tin-mi They are content to go 
their own-.way if we will do likewise.. 

If you are planning to visit "rattler country", I would 
suggest that you take along a snake-bite kit which can be pur¬ 
chased quite reasonably. It is comforting to know that anti- 
venon is now available in numerous localities in the rattler 
belt. 


However, if you have the misfortune to be bitten by a 
rattler, the best thing to do is remain as calm as possible. 
Absolutely no alcoholic stimulant should be taken. A tourni¬ 
quet should be placed ootween the bite and the heart—tight 
enough to-compress the soft tissues, but not tight enough to 
stop the blood circulation. The pulse should be able to be 
felt below the tourniquet. Cold compresses may be placed on 
the bitten area, but cauterizing with heat of any kind is 
taboo I 


-Even if .you have 
tor as soon as possible 
of a bite from a harmls 
of any animal, as there 


had the best of first aid—get to a doc- 
. •This may be advisable even in the cas 
ss snake, or for that matter, the bite 
is always some possibility of tetanus. 


Good advice, especially for children, is not to pick up 
AMY snake. Leave that to the heratologists (specialists in 
reptiles), .otologists and naturalists who have a definite 
purpose in wanting them and who aren’t likely to make a mis¬ 
take in their identification. 


— Courtesy "3ylva"--Your Lands cc Eorest Review. 
SPECIAL NOTICE 


the Lines 


Eor members and friends who enjoy walking among some 
t trees to be seen around Hamilton, a hike is ar¬ 
ranged for Sunday, October 19. Meet at 10 -A. K. on Number 
Two Highway at the bus loop by the. Cuna Office. 


of 
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An Account of a Fi. m..:, Tri 


to tne 3 over lev Gw amp—June 6, 1958. 


0 Sunt.ay, Juno b, a f iel. trio t 

Ir... 


tiia Beverley Swamp s 
in 0 . 0.0 lino, --i u,ie ^ -of *.'.m „ fo.it... Lloyd, Though the trip 
■oa.o una ortoicon prinanls to m the s i’% flowers and fers 
Which .r e mo,icon •n,.. to a,. / 1 .M ..no' woods, there v/as also a 
cii- nee to. uo so.re bird— o toiling, Ahon ;j the Pirns imich. were 
seen were ouxdce .• vulaure, an oven.bird, a rose-breasted pros— 
basic, a B. 1 timere oriole, a Cedar V/aimfinp, four Great Blue 
herons, s-v-r.l Bo oo link..:, ._n fh -.turn Kingbird, a He ado*./lark, and 
a Red—Fiea Yireo, 


The first fio er s found ,_,r owing on tho marshy bonk of a 
stream, the wild call a lily with its .raen.it,., flower. Wild Iris 
Wo.s also ,_,ro 3 i;i 0 ne rby. In the swam the Tiny Sundew w_..s found, 
whose ‘la...ves n ..i tentacles with stick ' {.lobules at the and,: to 
le '-t. in j ,; cui motiier c .rnivorous pi nt, the Pitcher Plant was 
later seen ir the open, S v.- spy 1 nd outside the wooded .area. The 

x itclioi 1an^ tr.' iuo ni.me from tne leaves which are tubi.l r in 

shajpe and are half-filled with water.. Insects are. lured into the 
f, get urowneu and 1. ter are ■...gsii w the l,nt. Three spe— 
cirts of orc__is. . iM.e i '".nd: the •-•ello 1 .? L dy ’s Slipper; the Early 

C-orulroot, wric.u a ... few 1 , . reen_sh flowers rowing at 

khe en.., oi snort, slender stem ana. no le.. ves; and the 7/hite 
Rein-Ore. id, Haimmia Dilotata, with its cluster oi white flasers 
at the end of .,. lon._ ate a. This 1 tt n orchid h s a delicate 
fragrance, unlike the first two species. The Clintonia, which 
D'.-o.rs olue !)•■ fries i±± tne j_ all, ...ns. the inn ^d Pol * 's.ls ( /ere also 
seen. 


1 t Fourteen a eciss of ferns '..ere discovered. Amon these were 
th . tall Ostrich Bern, which -etc its name from the structure of 
the leaves ratsemaiinos trier -lumes; the c inn amon fern, with 
its clumike, cinnamon—coloured fertile le.-v ! s vrowin.g on uepar— 
°Ae stalks from the sterile le/v-a; the Bulblet Fern, in which 
the fr,:itdot£ pro > ,tiny bulblets on the loner surih-.ee of the 
suola,.i 1 ecs, ana t_,e Maidenii. ir Fern, y..osa fronds row in a 
circul.f, f rat .1: .e rather than in the long, triangular sha.-e 
t'/pic ail of most ferns. The marginal fern, with the^fruitdots 
grow in _ ulon ; ti_e r in./ oi the suble x lets; the Christmas 
fern, with* its noil *- like ]gr flat . wnicli ra.'min 1 reap the v'.e.nr 


around; the Oak Fern, which is .if . nmture, folio te' brack- 

and the Roy J_ Fern, one of the largest 


Oil 


en m row til .no 

species of f ern, with Lr f ex tile loaves bemin. 

id-m 1 ex 1 eos at if.•., tne ^x > oi e c■. leax , ... ye otiier in taxeating 


spore-be ir~ 


varieties of i e. 


w.lCi 


.■-•re found on the trip. 


-Priscilla Eincheliffe 
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AUDU301T SCREEN TOURS 


•YuNON -.INDIil 1 SUiSIER--THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1958 


Into tiie wilderness of Yukon Territory Cleveland p. 
Grant and his wife, Rutii, take their Audubon Screen Tour 
audiences via. color notion pictures. Their trio st ,rts from 
their hone in Wisconsin end proceeds northwest through un¬ 
surpassed wildlife are._,s. Antelope, chi-munks, ground squir¬ 
rels; badgers, hoar 7 mar lot's, black bear and mule deer are 
seen in their Rocky Mountain habitats. 


The scenery Is br'-atht king in magnitude and' wild 
oeauty—silver r necks tower in the sky....perpendicular cliffs 
wall in the shimmer in 0 Idee a...streams pinnae hundreds of feet 
down mountain-sides..<.spruce-covered slo s and surging rivers 
are are all part of the v st c jur.try that le..ds to the’Yukon. 


The Al .ska Military high, 
over mightv rivers indie-te the 


icny graceful bridge; 


the most 
Indians. 


Gilf 


V> i 


• j.r t 

Carcross, Klukshu 


presence, but for 


3 y with its 
white man' 

con is o. ■ iHarness inhabited chiefly by 

and Dalton Post are some of the In¬ 
dian -villages that are visited, .hers salmon fishing ~nd moc¬ 
casin making o.re part of the ever AL.y lif e. Mr. Gratn takes a 
sympathetic look at this Indian Culture and presents an account 
of their ways that is oeautiibily cold -md colourfully por¬ 


trayed . 


.o o; 


enu c noou 


seen along the Highway, 


Time out is token for trout -aid pike fishing-sequences 

that -ppeal to the sports-minded -.s '.-ell as the conservationist. 
The dinar comes in a. -a-icn for the hu -• . ris.ly bear. The 
stalking -of t.is often ccmgrous animal culminates in an ama- 
zin 0 -a; nonce of a. giinly m .cation—only twenty-three feet 
.... ay i rom __r t Gr oi* t \ 

■■■ To . •rou.uce this Yukon "pic, the grants spent three 
"Indian summers- in tie Yi-uon Ter;, itorv, a: travelled 30,000 
ii 1 es. They returned 'ith motion picture judtniuln.-. in 
its variety, be-.mty an-, human interest, a film en,jovabie to 
all from nine to ninety! 

Oil'i .ho KINGDOM-—THU. ,5DAY, NO , . Id PR 20, 1958. 

In all the woiId, feu r ions are quite so mysterious 
as the cypress kin u uom, wooded labyrinth of the South, swamp 
home of Seminole and cottonmouth. But those ..ho have pene¬ 
trated the watery wilderness of the cypress swamp know it to 
be toe.iin. resevoir of plant and animal life. 


Deep into oelbows and sloughs o r . ir, by boat end on 
foot, Ale:-; and '<r Sprunt, Ir. leads tir- way. Hr. Sprint, fa¬ 
mous naturalist, who is \ idsly known for his personally con¬ 
ducted Audubon Wildlife Tours, now t.hces his audience on a 
coloi-i motion picture j arrows , 
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Beneath the lofty columns of cypress and strangler fig, man’s 
stature is g cried. Only intermittent patches of azure slcv re¬ 
veal the rois circling -high above tree-top colonies. Belov, al¬ 
ligators lie half-hidden in lettuce lakes and the snake bird swims 
through the shadowy am tors. Barred o .Is w, tch silently from the 
branches above, egrets ilsh among cypress lcnees a.m. herons preen 
in shafts of sunlight. Airplants and miniature orchids add ex¬ 
travagance to an already lavish foliage. 

In st rk contrast to the air of fantasy is man-made reality; 
lumbering til-, v<.-.1 liable trees, .and the aftermath of devastation, 
drought and fire. There is dramatic impact in comparison with the 
lily-filled water trails of Seminole Indians now a nd long ago. 

Mr. Sprunt delights his audience ait,, vivid tales of the Semi¬ 
nole s. ..even to sewing machines, skirts, and snails. 

This is a kingdom of overpowering, reality and tramuilitv, 
where the os. rey '..'heels overhead, the hell-diver sinks "belov/; 
where still, waters reign and the cypress is sovereign. 


New B ooks for Club Member; 
at the Hamilton Public Library 


by Annie J. Hunt 

Books on zoological expeditions ore usually very popular 
because of the fascimting adventures they contain. "David 
Attenborough’s Zoo guest to Guiana is no exception. It re¬ 
cords vivio.i;. a‘three month stay in British Guiana during 
1955, filming., and collecting mi ids by a television producer, 
the curator of r - .til s at the London Zoo, a cameraman, and 
an,over'eer in the London Zoo, Fifty photographs add interest to 
this first hand account of the strange animals and beautiful 


bi 


ro.s winch inhabit this part of South America. It will 


t e r t a in man y re ._,d firs. 


en- 


cau 


Outdoormen se,dcin, 
be used c.s emeixanc 


to useful plants of_E astern wilds , by 1 

own sketches. 


a workable knowleg a of wild plants which 
food should consult, The beginners guide 


0 ; 


;ld, with his 


A natural hiatorg r text written to interest the layman, to 
be used by ah(-; stu.ewt no. to s, tisiy the expert is Kingdom of 
the octoius . the life history of the Cephalopoda by F. 17. Lane, 
Cephalopoda are invertebrates—the b-Ckbom-lese animals to 
which over 95P of ,11 earth's species belong. Octopus are the 
beat known of all tin cephalopoda. The volume is exceptionally 
well lllu.otra to a with authentic photographs both in colour and 
block an,., V/iiite. There is an extensive bibliography anc. • index. 


The little volume, Seaweeds a 
L. Guberlet and. illustrated bv F. 
those who are curious about the ss 
hand-book of repre,-.entative marine 


t Ebb Tide , by M. 

L. Curtis .is written for 
ashore. This identifies 
algae collected in the 


.tion 

Pacific 
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Northwest furnxshes li - .rums' and accurate, one pa&e descrip¬ 
tions of e. cl type. Thus is a chapter of .ir actions ior col- 
lectin- ana re a eiv..n 3, scimens ex oe.veed. 

Another A.sy-to-re^ dc.ition to the shelves in the Arts 
a no. Science ..apartment is a Trea sury of tne In-line 'Jooo -S, by 
U. Smith. Tills is a t.eli :; d tf ul collection ox nature stories 
tr ’Ti iron, his me is nee . n... r .limaoences in this part of the 
United States. The titles inculde: The ma, ic woodsman, ^Reunion 
vii th the pickerel, An. one to sprinp raver, The j ttle of tne 
berries, The .hosts of old campfires, Canoes that nave upset 
me, 0 .nu Camy cool: tells -11. This is an informal o... b-of-doors 
boolc which should appeal to the ^eneral reader as wall as the 
nature lover and sportsman. 


Ex r 'hrin 6 n ature . ith your child , by D. 3. Shut tleswor til, 
contributing editor, Junior n_.tu.ral histox MdoUxjine 01 the 
American Museum of Fatuial hi story is an introduc tor reading 
as well us reference book on .on is, Dir-..o, r^oil'-c , • L i° 1 -) 
trees, c.stron.-my, and the veather. Ic is lao^a lio bp 7 enc.y- 
clopec.ii. of activities;, such, as, leaf collectin ^ and. -rint- 
in , i.liich children, enjoe do ins in the exciting l tud ■ of t.ie 

It h. s numerous helpful siv -stions for 
. c'.rents. 


world about t-«m. 
teachers a.o well 


FUTURE 3T5UTS 

Ne-.t Me e t ing 

Wednes dy, October 15til, 195$ 

Don’t for. et t. is sii'-.oti.i w us on - Zednesc..... . 

Mr. Marshall Bartman, Secret ry of the Federation of On¬ 
tario naturalists, will be spewing on: Woods, Uildflowers, 
and Still "cters. He ins an excellent collection of colour 
slices. 

Mo n.ay, November 10th, 1950 . 

Dr”. Mac Clement ? s illustrated talk on Caribou end Musk¬ 
ox in the Canadian Arctic. 


Field Events 

Monday. October 13th, 1950 

-" Tl”i r XTThe Thar.ksp.ivi Day Kike. Meet ot I'M non Av¬ 
enue entrance to ' 'est>..ai-°. R vine t 10:00 a. m. 

Mr. Harvey Williams (FU. 3-0923) 1*6 on excellent hike_ 
lo.at yesr and ; caoiii tely t\ -mty-five people joined him for 
an enjoyable- and instruct^vo outing. 

Sunn ay, M ov^iiiusu V &x ! , ISM 0 * 

Hike along Worth S—ore of Marsh or b -« for g.ucjxS, geese, 

and rem vising fall ii 0 rants. 

Mr. George McBride (NE. 4-7142) is the leader, x-lease 

meet ut the Low Level Bridge at 10:00 a. m. 
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NATURE .'EHK-END C..wH' RCuMION 

Tills is on ospto.n er 27til, 1958. If you ii. ve been to the 
Canp, or are consiu a'in 0 attending in the Sprin 0 , come along 
and join our group. He lends are welcome. 

We are meeting ct the- Art Gallery at 1C: 30 a. 'm. Bring a 
lunch. The,, a will be a Bar be qu.e at 5:30 P. 11. at Hidden Valley- 
Park. In the evening—Films and a Speaker. 

The cost Is >2 per -erson. 


AUDI) d CM ua! kb 


rub ,:S 


Tin 

8:15 p. m 


.eld fc Vestaale Secondary School Auditorium at 


The first meeting is on Thurso._.y-, October 9th. 

The subject is Yuk*on Indian 'Summer by Cleveland ?. Grant. 

The second meeting, is or Thursday, November 20th. The 
subject is Cypress Kingdom by Alexander Sprunt, Jr. 

JUNIOR CLUB NET AS ' 


I-PEnIDSNT 
VICE PRESIDENT 
uk MlwRY 
VICE SECRETARY 
RSPOiUG blJRETniY 
oTDDY : jIAU/TOR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


Robert Curry 
Ralph Idema 
Caroline Lawson 
Noma A1 lev/e 11 
Don Campbell 
John Miles 
Alfred Senior 


for those under 14 years Marina Idema 


LI 5-5557 

MA 8-8135 
MA 8-6406 
JA 9-4753 
JA 2-6l60 
LI 5-1442 


iron my 
0 o o late 


FROM THE nIREoTQR . 

The late start in our pro 0 rm tins year results 

returning to Hamilton from Europe in e.,rly September, __ 

co organize a Jen temper ^.ro^raoi for publication in the V/ood 
Duck, Again t! is year, we shall be meeting, in the Y. M. 0. A. 
on Main St. (just west of J rues St,) and we appreciate their kind- 
nest; in finding aw.ce for us in their busy schedule, 

I nope th. ,z the activites of the Hamilton Junior Natura¬ 
lists .Club will stimulate in .iris cnu opys an interest, wonder, 
aiiu love of tne ami a. bLs, plants, iw other spects of nature 
around oiiem, and that tins \»i 11 lead to an appreciation of the 
need lor conservation, so that others can enjoy what thev have 
enjoyed. I hope tii t the enthusiasm of Club members will increase 
in their friends 'tire iwarenoss of nature. Friends of members are 


welcome -to -come to ur meetinps and hike; 


visitor 


X wisii all iie.GiC.-rs would write or 'hone m f ? .their interesting 
nature observations so that.I cm print 'them in the Hood Duck." 

I welcome your ideas for making this the most successful and 


enjoyabl 


ever, 


Douglas I'M Davies 
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MEhMERSEI? 

Fees are one dollar par -/ear, Riving privilege to attend 
meetings and hikes and to receive nine numbers of the Wood 
Duck. 

FUTURE JUNIOR CLU1 EVENTS 

Meetings —Now in YWCA on Rain Street, west of James Street 

Saturday, October 4, 1955. 

7:30 p. m. YWCA, Clubroom ,; E :? . 

Open meeting: Bring ro - .o? important nature finds of the 
summer to show your friends. Robert Gurry is bringing his 
F. 0. N. Bird Recordings for us to hear .nd later we may try 
a short mils on them. 

Sunday, October 5, 1958 . 

9:00 a. m. sharp-4 or 3 p. m. 

Mr. Eric Boston (JA. 7-0565) will lead a motor hike to 
Ealton County Forest where wo may see soma interesting mi¬ 
grating birds (bluebirds, tree sparrows, etc.) and a water 
fall surrounded by trees in full autumn colour. Bring a 
lunch.. We may need entra cars; so bring your parents if they 
can bring a c_rr. Meet at the cannon near the York St. entrance 
to Dundurn P ark. 

Saturday October 1C, 1958 
7:30 PC M. YWCA Clubroom 

Mr. Lea Cray will give an illustrated talk on " Birds . 
Banding and Mi; .ration ". Mr. Gray h_,s been actively banding 
birds in the Haiilton area and at Point Belee for several 
years, and will tell us something of mist-nettin, s well. 

Don’t miss tnis even ing. 

Saturuay, October 25, 195C 
9:00 a. m. sharp—noon 

Mr. Dave Powell (NE. 4-5045) will le._d a hike into the 
Du.nd.,s Marsh to see late fall mi, ,rants and early winter ar¬ 
rivals among our leathered friends. Meet at Main Street and 
Univsrsity Ave . ‘hear waterproof footwear. 


REPRESENTATIVES ON INTERNATIONAL COWilTTEE FOR BIRD 
-__------“ PRESERV ATI 0 N 


Mr. G. W. North. 
Mr. D. K. Powell 


249 Charlton Ave. W.JA 26082 
850' Eagle Dr., 

Burlington, 0nt....,NE 45045 
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LIST OF NEWLY ELECTED 
OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, CHAIRMEN 
OF COMMITTEES AND STATISTICIANS 


Honorary President..Dr. G, 0 . McMillan 
Past President......Dr, J. J. Miller 

President...... R. 0. Elstone,.R.R.yl, Ancaster. .MI 83175 

Lst Vice President. .0. Douglas McCallum.59 ' r est 5th St...JA 75444 
2nd Vice President 
& Director of Jun¬ 
ior Club....Dr. D. M. Davies....11 Dromore Ores..JA 95130 

Treasurer. ........ ...Dr. R. MacLaren JA 71619 

Secretary. ......... .John Cumming. .188 Kensigton S. .LI 97886 


CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES 
Audubon Screen 

Tours....Mr. Janies Dowall...59 Emerson Street...JA 99109 
Publications.....Mr. R.K. Sargeant..102 E 11th Street...FU 57778 
Conservation.Mr. J. Burns...41 East Bond 

Street North.....LI 45554 

Education.C. D. McCallum..... 59 W. Fifth Street..JA 75444 

Membership.Miss E. Morris.... .107 St. Joseph's 

Apt. 401/Drive...... 

Field Events.....Mr. G. McBride..... 660 King Road 

Burlington.. . .ME 41742 

Programme...Miss B. Dirkin.44 Herkimer Street..JA 76172 

Sanctuary-....Mr. J. Cumming.188 Kensington S....LI 97886 

Publicity........ to be appointed 


RECORDS 


Birds.. 
Ferns.. 
Mammals 
Plants. 
Trees.. 


. . .Mr. 

G. W. North.... 

...249 Charlton Ave- W, 

. . .Mrs 

. R. H. Lloyd... 

...7 Homewood Avenue.. 

. . . Dr . 

P. Henderson... 

...32. Rossiyn Ave. S. . 

. . .Mr. 

H. Williams.... 

...20 Searle Street... 

. . .Mr. 

H. E. Kettle.., 

...160 Delaware Avenue 


JA 26082 
1A 75341 
LI 47380 
JA 78107 
LI 40876 


CLUB REPRESENTATIVES 


City of Hamilton Beautification Committee 

R. 0. Elstone.....R. R. §1 Ancaster..MI 83175 

D. Clarke.............. 256 Ottawa St. N.......LI 41151 

Wentworth Conservation Association 


Mr. L. Roy. ..181 Ewen Road. ........ .JA 8.3166 

Mr. S. Intini. ...,R. R. jjl Hamilton.JA 90906 

Alternatives: 

Mr. D. K. Powell .......856 Eagle Dr., Burling-ME 45045 

Mr. Las Gray...........14 Gottrill........ton JA 23616 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
The President 
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N OTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to September 22, 1958.- 252 

Common Loon (2)Sep. 7 F Van Wagner's Beach Mr. & Mrs. Peter Demulder, North 

Eared Grebe (l)Sep. 7,11, Walker's Line " . " " " " " 

Surf Scoter (l)Sep,21 P Clarkson . . John Miles. . 

Ruddy Duck , , (3)Sep„ 7, F .Strathearne Docks G„ W. .North, Demulders 

Sharp-shinned Hawk (l)Aug.31 F Dundas Marsh J„ Miles, Miss Secord 

Red-shouldered Hawk (l)Aug.,l8 F.Westdale Park Robert Curry 

Broad-winged Hawk (l8)Sep. 7 Dundas Marsh R. Curry, D. Powell 

(l350)Sep. 8 Aldershot . D. K. & Thelma Pow.ell 

(220)Sep.10 " " Thelma Powell. . . 

. . (6o)Sep„ll Walker's. Line Robert K„.Sargeant 

(400)Sep.l3 Snake Road R. G. C. MacLaren 

Bald Eagle (l)Aug„31 F Dundas Marsh J. Miles, Miss Secord 

(l)Sep.ll King's Forest Peter Demulder 

Osprey . . (l)Aug.l7 F Dundas Marsh G. W„ North, D. K. Powell 

Peregrine Falqon. (2)Sep.20 A Mount .Nemo W..A. ,T. Gilmour, R. 0. Elstone 

Dunlin (3)Sep. 1 F Port Nelson P.,Hamel . . 

Buff-breasted .Sandp.(1)Sep.13 A Bull's Point F. Hamel, Robert Henry, et al; 

Northern Phala,rope (8)Aug„29 " !'. D. Powell, .J. . Olmated, et al. 

Parasitic Jaeger (l)Sep.l8.A Walken's. Line G. W. North . . . 

. ,(2)Sep.21 C..larkson J. Miles 

Gt 0 Black-b. Gull (2)Sep. 7 F Burlington, Bay Demulders, .North 

Little Gull ... . (l)Sep. 7 F Woodland Cemetery D. K. Powell, R. Curry 

Short-eared Owl (l)Sep.l4 F Dundas Marsh P. Hamel. 

Yellow-b. Sapsucker (l)Sep.20 F Rattlesnake Point W. A. T. Gilmour . , 

01ive~s. Flycatcher (l)Sep. 7 A Westdale Park R. Curry, D. K, Po\vell 

Red-br. Nuthatch (l)Sep.l3 F Dundas Marsh R, G. C. MacLaren 

Winter Wren (l)Sep.21 F " " P. Demulder, G. W. North 

Wood Thrush (l)May 3 F Webster's Falls. P. Hamel, W Lambe ..... 

Gray cheeked Thrush (l)Sep„14 A Woodland Cemetery D. K„ Powell, G. W..North 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet(2)Sep.21 F Gray's Road P„ Demulder, G. W.. North 

Water Pipit (2)Sep.l3 F Dundas Marsh R. G, C„ MacLaren 

Solitary Vireo (l)Sep.22 F Spencer Creek G. W. North 

Philadelphia Vireo (l)Sep.21 F Gray's Road P.. Demulder, G. W. North 

Golden-wing,Warbler (l)Aug.27 L Spencer Creek John Miles 

Parula Warbler (l)Aug.27 F " " " " 

Magnolia Warbler (l)Aug:,27 F " " " " 

Bl.-th.Blue Warbler (l)May 4 F Westdale Park " " 

Kentucky Warbler (l)toay 18 A Lorne Park Don Perks 

Connecticut Warbler (l)Sey. 7 F Spencer Creek Bob Henry 

Wilson's Warbler (7)Au t .27 F Westdale Pari; J Miles 

Baltimore Oriole (l)Sep.l3 L Bull's Lane Ralph Idema 

Rusty Blackbird (2)Sep.21 F Strathearne,Marsh G. North, Demulder 

Evening Grosbeak^ (l)jul.l8 Port Credit John Crowley 

Purple Finch (2)Aug„27 F Spencer Creek J, Miles 

Sharp—tailed Sparrow(l)Sep.20 A Dtiiidas Marsh David Bissell, D. Graham, P. Hamel 

Slate-colored Junco (2’)Sep.20 F Bull's Lane . P. Hamel 

Lincoln's Sparrow (l)Se'p„13 A Bull's Point G. W. North 

S - First of the year., F ~ First of the season, L - Last of the season 

Please send your reports to Mr,, George North, 249 Charlton Ave. W., 

Hamilton, Ont.^ Telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15th of the month. 




